
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girvan Canoe Club Annual General Meeting 

Place Carrick Sports Club, Maybole. 

Date 29
th
 October 2014 

Time 7:00 p.m. 

Present: 

Alistair Bruce, John Haston, David Wilbraham, Stephen Ball, Pamela De Mey, Jim Whiteford 

Apologies: 

Chris Saunders, Taff Ashman 

Introduction 

John Haston welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Minutes of Last Annual General Meeting 

The minutes were accepted as correct, proposed by David Wilbraham and seconded by Alistair Bruce. 

Chairman's Report 

Chris Saunders was not present give a report. 

Secretary's Report 

John Haston gave a verbal report: 

Attendance numbers for the year were low, and consequently the weekly income from pool subs is still down. 

The Scottish Canoe Association (SCA) affiliation fee has increased from £50 to £75.  This was discussed last 

year and we agreed to continue with this for the insurance benefit and because it is a requirement of any 

grant awarding bodies. 

We have assessed and awarded some SCA 1 star and 2 star awards for junior paddlers, which has been 

appreciated.  We intend to continue with these awards this coming year. 

John attended a SCA club coaching weekend in April, which included a workshop on child protection. 

We were told that the Maybole Scouts may be interested in coming along for a training session.  This might 

be best arranged for early in the new year. 

We will publish a timetable of club pool sessions through the winter season, as last year. 

Treasurer's Report: 

Stephen Ball presented a treasurer’s report. 

The club’s reserves have decreased over the past year by around £200, due to lower attendance numbers. 

The council have increased the pool charges, and the sessions were reduced to one hour to keep costs 

down. 

The current position was not sustainable, so we should look at increasing the fees.  This was discussed and 

it was agreed to increase the weekly subscription from £3 to £3.50, and the annual membership from £15 to 

£18.  This is the first increase for at least 5 years. 
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Steve also suggested selling some of the older kayaks that aren’t used much.  Any funds raised could be put 

towards new kayaks and equipment. 

We need to advertise more to boost numbers.  It was suggested that posters are put up in libraries and 

community centres so the parents could see them. 

Cash for spring and summer paddling was collected by John Haston, and £226 was in hand.  The shed rent 

has been paid out of funds collected. 

Posters have been done by Dave Wilbraham, to be put up in schools.  It was suggested that we put up 

posters up in the local library and sports centres, as well as in Girvan, Maybole and Belmont schools. 

Meets Secretary's Report 

David Wilbraham gave a verbal report on the year’s paddling trips. 

There have not been so many river trips due to the recent dry weather during summer and autumn. 

They had a difficult trip in the spring when Alastair had back pain and was unable to continue down the river. 

Summer sea trips were popular with a few younger paddlers, but had to be called off sometimes due to the 

weather. 

Election of Office Bearers 

Alastair Bruce was elected as Chairman, proposed by David Wilbraham and seconded by John Haston. 

John Haston was re-elected as Secretary, proposed by David Wilbraham and seconded by Alastair Bruce. 

Stephen Ball was re-elected as Treasurer, proposed by John Haston and seconded by Alastair Bruce. 

David Wilbraham was re-elected as Meets Secretary, proposed by Alastair Bruce and seconded by John 

Haston. 

John Haston was also elected as Child Protection Officer, proposed by David Wilbraham and seconded by 

Alastair Bruce. 

Pamela De Mey was elected as an additional committee member. 

Membership Fees 

Annual membership fees and pool subscriptions are increased from last year. 

Pool subscriptions: £3.50 per night 

Annual membership: £18.00 per year 

Annual Night Out 

Dave Wilbraham agreed to organise a club annual night out, around February, possibly ten-pin bowling 

again. 

Any Other Business 

Alastair Bruce said he had been informed that house whose garage we rent to store canoes is being put up 

for sale.  We will to find an alternative storage, either in Girvan or Maybole. 

The meeting closed at 7:55 p.m. 


