
 

GIRVAN CANOE CLUB ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Place Carrick Sports Club, Maybole.  
Date 12

th
 October 2011 

Time 6:30 p.m. 
 

PRESENT: 

Chris Saunders, Alistair Bruce, John Haston, David Wilbraham, Stephen Ball, Rachel Grenter, Andy 

Warner, Julie Callan 

APOLOGIES: 

Kelt Saunders 

INTRODUCTION 

Chris Saunders welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

MINUTES OF LAST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The minutes were accepted as correct, proposed by Chris Saunders and seconded by Alistair Bruce. 

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 

Chris Saunders reported on the club's activities over the last year. 

The club had a very active winter season last year, with record numbers in the pool.  The pool staff 

have now set a limit on the number of paddlers in the pool at one time.  We had a few river trips last 

winter/ spring.  Summer started well, but tailed off later on as the holiday season arrived. 

The club had no overnight trips to further away rivers this year, partly due to a long cold winter.  

Otherwise usual local trips were done, mainly on the river Doon.  Dave Wilbraham stated that the 

collapsed weir in the river Doon is now cleared. 

A forthcoming event is the Tay descent on 22
nd

 October. 

There are trainee instructors now in the club, with training funded in part by SCA.  Julie Callan is keen 

on sea kayaking, and getting a coaching award, and Chris said we should support this. 

Some people are doing Duke of Edinburgh awards, and going sea kayaking in Greece, with a practise 

trip in Scotland. 

We could also look at storing kit at the pool, although they have limited the number of kayaks we can 

keep by the pool.  The club could use some more neoprene spray-decks. 

Posters have been done by Dave Wilbraham, to be put up in schools. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

John Haston had received the following correspondence: 

 SCA – Paddle Exhibition and Tay descent on 22/23 October. 

 SCA – Affiliation – members’ personal details requested, including email address and date of birth.  

John is concerned about data protection, and club members getting junk email.  He suggested 

adding a tick box to the membership form to agree to passing on personal details. 

 SEPA – Victory for the Save the Doon campaign.  The power company are not going to reduce the 

flow from Loch Doon. 
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John suggested putting posters up in local library and sports centre, as well as in schools such as 

Girvan, Maybole and possibly Belmont. 

Star awards were awarded to several junior members, and the club agreed to pay for the certificates. 

When booking the pool, we were told that we would be limited to a maximum of 10 kayaks in the pool 

at any time, and non-swimmers were not permitted at the deep end. 

Asda sport promotion was also signed up with, in addition to Nestle sport promotion last year.  This is 

hoped to increase publicity for the club, although we had only one enquiry last year. 

Alistair Jardine has let us know that he is standing down as the club’s child protection officer. 

TREASURER'S REPORT: 

Stephen Ball presented a treasurer’s report. 

The shed rent is now due, and Stephen gave Alastair money to pay this. 

Cash for summer paddling was collected by John Haston, and £274 was passed to Stephen.  About 

£15 is due from South Ayrshire Council for summer paddling fees.  £20 was given to John for star 

award certificates. 

The club has more or less broken even, and it is proposed to keep the membership fees and pool 

subscriptions the same as last year. 

Stephen will update the treasurer’s report with the above amendments, and send it to John Haston to 

distribute by email.  He also reminded everyone that receipts are needed for cash payments. 

A new Girvan Pool is being designed, but no information yet about the suitability for canoeing. 

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS 

Chris Saunders was re-elected as Chairman, proposed by J Haston and seconded by A Bruce. 

John Haston was re-elected as Secretary, proposed by D Wilbraham and seconded by C Saunders. 

David Wilbraham was re-elected as Trips Secretary, proposed by C Saunders, seconded by A Bruce. 

Stephen Ball was re-elected as treasurer, proposed by C Saunders and seconded by J Haston. 

Julie Callan was elected as Child Protection Officer, proposed by J Haston, seconded by C Saunders. 

Note: child protection may need updating as the disclosure checks only last 3 years, and the volunteer 

centre no longer carries out the checks. 

Additional committee members elected were: Kelt Saunders, Alistair Bruce and Andy Warner. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

Annual membership fees and pool subscriptions are to be kept the same as last year. 

Pool subscriptions: £3. 

Annual membership: £15. 

ANNUAL NIGHT OUT 

Dave Wilbraham agreed to organise a club annual night out.  This could be the same as last year, 

bowling and laser game with a buffet supper at LA Bowl in Ayr, if they are still in business.  Alternatives 

such as karting were suggested, although it would need to suit all ages in the club. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Chris said there was a Halloween paddle on the River Nith, on Sunday 30
th
 October, starting at the 

picnic site at 10 am. 

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 7:50 P.M. 


